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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 
Statement by President 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Kate Doust): Members, I want to draw your attention to something that I am advised 
occurred during question time today. I understand that there was a question asked of a minister who was 
representing another minister in the other place. There was a written response and a verbal answer was given. Staff 
were instructed not to provide that written answer to the member who asked the question. I say that is an 
unacceptable situation to put the staff in and it also denies the member asking the question access to the written 
response and prevents them from having the opportunity to ask a further question without notice. I do not 
understand why that occurred, but I will just say for the future that is not the custom or practice of this house. 
When a question is asked, the answer is provided to the member who has asked it, and I hope that this will not 
happen again. 

Point of Order 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Madam President, that was obviously me who did that. I am mindful of an 
earlier ruling that you have given that the answers that we provide are our own answers. I said that specific answer 
was based on information that was provided to me. The reason I changed one part of it was just to make it clearer. 
As I said, I was very conscious of the earlier ruling that these answers are indeed our answers. I certainly seek 
some clarification on how those two rulings are to be meshed, because if we are required simply to read what has 
been provided to us, that seems to me to be somewhat contrary to earlier advice that we have to take personal 
responsibility for that answer. 

The PRESIDENT: Minister, if you were not satisfied with the answer, you could have done as your colleagues 
have done and made that comment and sought the opportunity to provide the answer at a different date. However, 
on this occasion, I understand that the partial answer that you gave was provided to Hansard, but not to the member. 
If the answer is to be provided at all, it should be provided to both Hansard and the member who asks it. If you are 
not satisfied with the answer that you have been given by another member, you should not provide it in the first 
place and you should seek an opportunity to go back and revisit that answer before you provide it. 

Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Madam President, I am not sure which question you are referring to, but I certainly 
did not receive a copy of the answer to the question that I asked the Minister for Regional Development, which 
was directed specifically to her. My question was not seeking information from another minister; it was a question 
without notice to the Minister for Regional Development, if indeed you are talking about my question. 

The PRESIDENT: I wanted to draw that to members’ attention today. If you are not satisfied with an answer that 
has been provided by a minister in the other place, you know that you can stand and advise the chamber, go back 
and seek to revisit that answer and provide it at a later stage. However, it is inappropriate to tell staff not to provide 
an answer to a member when it is provided to Hansard. 
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